School has been a busy place during the
first three weeks of term. There has been
lots of education out of the classroom:
-

Two student wananga (music and
Tonga Pouro),
Two staff wananga (Te Hiku
Okoro),
A senior school first aid course, a
senior school Goat Island trip,
A local histories Primary trip to
Tokerau Beach,
Intermediate Waka Ama,
A Senior Navy Diving course,
Parent Progress evening.

It was great to finally reconnect with
whānau kanohi ki te kanohi (face to face).
The progress evening was attended well
and teachers were really pleased with the
‘rich’ learning conversations which took
place. We will be hosting another
progress evening on the 3rd August which
will enable whānau and teachers to
discuss student achievement and
progress.
A huge mihi to our whānau for supporting
our attendance kaupapa. We are hoping
to exceed our target of 80% of students
being at school 80% of the time. Our
current data so far this term is 81% of all
students are attending school.
I hope you enjoy reading our newsletter.
Ngā mihi nui
David Lowe

Kia Ora Family/Whanau
Taipa Area School is pleased to support a
new and positive health initiative that
provides an opportunity for all rangatahi in
year 9 to have a health screening and
assessment.
We want to identify any health needs that
students may have so that we can support
families in providing services to meet
them, and to ensure that students are in
class ready and able to learn.
The Youth Health Nurse will interview
each student about their health and
wellbeing. The discussion with the Nurse
will cover topics such as:
●

Visits to health services such as the
GP

●

Health factors relating to home, school
and friends

●

Interests outside of school

●

Education and advice on drugs,
alcohol and sexual health

A Vision Hearing Technician will conduct a
vision and hearing screen.
Every student is asked for their consent
before an assessment is undertaken, and
has the right to refuse if they choose to.
Parents can also withdraw their child from
the screening programme by contacting
the school and requesting that they do not
participate.
This is a Ministry of Health led initiative.

For more information about the health
assessment please contact your school
Youth Health Nurse responsible for the
health assessment programme, Fiona
Swainson on 021541934
Noho ora mai ra

Check out this flyer if you are thinking
about home based childcare

Karikari Peninsula
Haiti Tai Marangai
Smokefree Rockquest Tangata Beats
Wananga
It’s a beautiful day in the Far North, and
outside Haiti Tai Marangai are a group of
young people and their mentors
(appointed by the Music Commision)
waiting to kick off their Wananga. In true
wananga tradition, we
are running late - but
nevertheless, local
mana whenua begin to
karanga us on initiating the powhiri
process and alleviating
all of the stresses of the
morning… we have
arrived.

Once we are in the marae we stand facing
all of those who have passed on,
surrounded by them, we acknowledge
their mana and the fact that it still lives on
in this place. One of the young students Moehau Morunga (Abundant Life School)
leads the karakia.

As we took our seats, men seated in the
front and women behind us, Tuamelie
Kata from Pangaru led the opening
kaikorero with myself on behalf of the
manuhiri, attempting - with a brave voice my first mihimihi on a marae. After we
sang a few beautiful waiata to support our
kaikorero we proceeded to ‘fistbump’ and
head to the kitchen for a kai to close the
powhiri process.
Students were excited to see such
talented Mentors coming to teach, awhi
and share their mauri for the next three
days on the marae. With whanaungatanga
up next we were introduced to Laughton
Kora who lives and breathes music with
Aotearoa’s most talented artist; and
Charles and Emily from Aro Music, who
continue to release awesome music in Te
Reo Maori, telling stories of Ao Māori
Pūrākau, Whakatauki and many more. As

we introduced each other with name and
action there was a clear sense of nerves
and expectation, so we ran more
whanaungatanga where we had to
introduce our ‘buddy’ using drawings,
colour, kõrero, actions etc. Students found
it easier to introduce each other, rather
than themselves which broke the ice even
more. We then handed it over to the
mentors who continued to ensure the
students were in safe hands.

After only a few hours our students had
chords, a melody and two sections of an
original waiata. So stoked we had to have
more kai to refuel the tank. Leading into a
night session music gear was spread all
through the marae - and visiting artist
Hohua Clark - lead singer for local band
NORIZON - shared kõrero on his
upbringing and musical journey, sharing a
few key messages about never giving up
and being appreciative for the
opportunities that arise.
As we moved into day two, we had the
task of setting up our local community hall
with full PA setup including front and back
line, and lighting. Students came in groups
from the Marae - continuing to write their
waiata and practised live performance
techniques such as: vocal and
instrumental warm-ups, entry to and exit
from stage, stage presence and group
communication. Mentors and kaiako were
full on all day: driving, eating, having fun,

playing alongside our rangatahi and
supporting them through their mahi.
After a long day we headed back to the
marae to enjoy boil-up and chocolate filled
fried bread coated with cinnamon sugar
and vanilla ice cream… did we eat too
much? Of course. Did we feel too full to
move? Definitely. But we knew we had to
return to the hall, our whanau would be
there, ready to watch our live
performances and see all of our mahi
come to fruition on the stage. At 7:30pm
we kicked off the night, the atmosphere
was lit with radiant lights, the stage was
set as Selena Bercic, our MC started our
night.
If I’m honest, we were a little worried
about how our rangatahi would perform
after such a long day and so much
beautiful kai - but they blew us away! They
gave amazing performances, with their
mentors and kaiako playing alongside
them.
What a blast it was! As the night went on,
our Taipa Area School students felt the
need to perform an original waiata from
Tiare Lanigan who passed away
December 2021 - she had written many
meaningful and pertinent waiata whilst at
Taipa Area School, winning thousands of
dollars for her friends, herself and the
community. With multiple regional &
national awards under her belt from
Smokefree Rockquest and other events, it
was only appropriate that we dedicate a
waiata she wrote about Pig Hunting, one
of her favourite hobbies. With the crowd in
tears it was time to karakia after a
beautiful waiata led by mentors Charles
and Emily and their sleeping pepi, ‘ruru’
representing the people who continue to

mahi unseen and oversee us like a kaitiaki
or guardian.
Our final day was all about finalising mahi,
reflecting, signing up to Smokefree
Rockquest Tangata Beats. Now was the
time for poroporoaki - a space to korero
and show appreciation for the time spent,
and expertise shared - me te tuakana te
teina, me te teina te tuakana, the
reciprocal effect of living on a marae
together for three days, we learn a lot from
each other.
Nāku te rourou, nāu te rourou, ka ora ai te
iwi.
With our shared baskets of knowledge, our iwi,
our whanau, our rangatahi will thrive.

On Tuesday the 10th May TAS took two
teams down to Whangarei for a mixed
Volley fest at McKay stadium. Both teams
did exceedingly
well,
considering
how young they
all were. Team
2 won three of
their four pool
games then
lost their semi final vs Kaitaia College.
They then won their 3rd/4th play off game
against Otamatea to finish 3rd in division
2. A fantastic effort from a young team of
year 9 and 10s, playing in a senior
tournament. Special mention to Hona
Hawe who played incredibly well, winning
several games for the team with his
amazing and consistent serving.
Team 1 did exceptionally well winning five
of their six pool games. They lost their
final pool game vs Kaitaia College. This

put Kaitaia College, Tikipunga High
School and
us all with
five wins
and one
loss, as we
beat
Tikipunga
earlier in
the day. As
a result it went down to points differential
to see who would finish first in pool B and
play first in pool A in the final. Fortunately,
we had the better points differential and
went on to play in the final vs Whangarei
Boys / Girls 1. It was a tight game the
whole way through with Whangarei taking
an early lead, then our team coming back
strong to lead by 4 points with a minute to
go. Whangarei served well winning 3 quick
points to bring it back to 34 - 33 but it
wasn’t enough as the hooter went and
Taipa won the tournament. A well
deserved win for these students who have
been training consistently since the start of
the year and exemplified our school motto
of by perseverance achieve.
Huge congratulations to all the students
Team 1 - Paytum Mahanga, Te Atenga
Raui, Jordayne Spaander, DJ Watson,
Darius Taua, Soli Fox and Te Kawana
Mahika
Team 2 - Hona Hawe, Christian Waller,
Toka Te Wara, Kingston Wise, Joachim
Erihe, Keita Harrison, Leresha Waipouri
and Kendra Thompson-Harris

Cellphones at School
Taipa Area School allows
students in years 11–13 to
bring a cellphone to school.
Students in years 1–10 are not
allowed to bring cellphones to school.

Year 11–13 students

After all of our Covid disruptions, we
were able to hold our first Parent
Progress evening for 2022 on May
11th. Teachers, students and their
whanau were able to meet and talk
about each
student’s
learning and
assessment
results. It
was also an
opportunity
to look
forward to what the next learning steps
would be. It was great to be able to
have these conversations face to face
and reconnect with whanau! There will
be another Parent progress Evening in
term three on August the 3rd.

We recognise that cellphones can be used
as a learning tool in the classroom, and
teachers may make use of cellphones in
their lessons. We discuss the cellphone use
expected at school with students in years
11–13 at the beginning of the year, and
throughout the year as needed.

Year 1–10 students
Year 1–10 students are not allowed to bring
cellphones to school. If a Year 1-10 student
brings a phone to school they must hand it
in to the office before school, and pick it up
again after school. If they are observed with
a phone, it will be confiscated, and a parent
must pick up the phone from the office.

On Friday the 13th of May, the whole of
Primary went to Tokerau Beach.
We travelled to
Tokerau
beach by bus.
Matua Bob
drove us on his
new bus.

hot fire.
“Wow how big
was Kupes’
net?” asked
Aayla
The net on the
rocks seemed to go on forever. It was
everywhere on the rocks.

“Is there really a
net on the rocks
out at Tokerau
Beach?” asked
some students
on the bus.
Finally, we
arrived at the
beach. Next we
ate our morning
tea. We had
delicious chicken
and salad
sandwiches.
While we were
eating, the
teachers and
some senior
students set up
the tent. “Oh
No!” Mrs Moses cried. “We don’t have the
tent pegs”...
Later on Darrin
came to our
rescue. He
brought with him
the bag that had
all the tent pegs
in it.
So we set up the tent.
After lunch we had a dance competition in
the tent. We danced like popcorn over a

While we
walked to see
Kupes net,
some people
stayed on the
beach and
played some
games on the sand.
Some people
stopped to eat
the oysters on
the rocks.
“Yummy for my
tummy”
Ramatoa
mumbled.
Before we left the beach, we all picked up
rubbish and left the nothing but our foot
prints on the beach.
“The bus is here!” called Te Wiroa. So we
all lined up after collecting our bags, and
returned to school.

Once upon a time there was an old
lady. The old lady’s name was
Kahukura. She liked to go fishing; she
lived in Rangiawhia.
Kahukura loved fishing. So one night
she decided to go fishing with her net.
While she was fishing someone or
something distracted her. So she
hurried back to her home and left her
net behind on the rocks at Parakerake,
in Karikari. Karikari is in the far north
of Aotearoa, New Zealand.
While Kahukura was gone, Kupe
pulled Kahukura's net onto the beach
and plaited another net. While she was
gone, Kahukura's net turned rock.

Tokerau Beach, Karikari.
Tukotahi Pikaahu

After school music lessons for years 6, 7
and 8 are on Thursday from 3pm-4pm in
the music room. This is a FREE class run
by Jane & Vicki. That includes ukulele,
guitar and keyboard.

During the
holidays,
Awatea
Smith, Ryon
Walsh, and Mr
Walsh had the
opportunity to
land on Motu
Kōkako island
as part of the
Motu Kōkako
Atuwhenua
Trust monitoring survey of the island. We
made this connection through Blandy
Witehira - Who works for MPI who we
have a connection. You may know this
island better as the “Hole in the rock
island” - One
of the most
famous
holes in a
rock in the
world.
We travelled
by helicopter
and landed
on a 5x5m
helipad on top of a very steep windswept
island - pretty cool! Motu Kōkako has no
mammal predators at all on the island, and
none of the forest has ever been cut down
so it is how it was for thousands of years.
After trying to find a flat spot to pitch a tent
and get set up, Ryon and Awatea went

with the advisory scientist Isobel and
monitored the young Oi or Petrel birds that
are found in the nesting holes on the
island. During the day the adults are out at
sea feeding and return at night with kai for
the chicks. The students got to handle
some of the chicks as well. Mr Walsh went
and looked for
plants that are
uncommon on the
mainland but very
common is this
small island. There
was plenty of
Tawapou, the
bird-catching plant
Parapara - named after the sticky glue on
its seed pods that catch birds, Coastal
Maire, and some
pretty cool specimens
of Kohekohe which
were flowering pretty
heavily from the
trunks which is really
unusual for any plant.
These plants are rare
to non-existent in
many coastal
environments now due to predation by
possums and rats that eat their seeds.
After dinner, the evening's entertainment
was finding and counting how many
Pacific geckos we could find. Ryon was
the Champion at this,
finding 14 geckos - far
more than anyone else
that was there
including the advisory
scientist! The other
highlight was calling
the Oi - the petrel to
the ground. Make a
funny noise like a bird
call and all of a sudden there will be 3-4

petrels that have no fear of humans. The
next morning was spent by the team
monitoring pitfall traps for insects and a
skink was caught in this as well - a great
find.
Overall a very cool trip, a
very unique experience
and one that was a
privilege for two of our
students to be involved
in. For this, we also
thank the Blandy
Witehira and we would
like to thank the Motu
Kōkako Atuwhenua Trust for the
opportunity to partake in this trip. The
island certainly has extremely high
conservation values and we were very
fortunate to experience this.

On Thursday 5th May to Saturday the 7th
of May, both classes went to the Leigh
marine reserve at Warkworth.
We drove down on a Friday and did some
shopping for the kai that the students were
going to prepare and cook. We had to get
students fitted for wet suits at Leigh so

stopped there and then we carried on to
Pakiri campground and spent the rest of
the afternoon setting up and cooking tea.
On Friday we were up at 6:30 am and
getting ready for the day. We arrived at the
Te Hawere-a-Maki / Goat Island Marine
Reserve and got ready to Dive. The sea
was a bit rough and as a result, the water
was murky so the visibility was not as
good as it has been on other trips.
We
snorkelled
to the
island and
the visibility
was better
and we
started to
see more
fish. Lots of Red Moki, and Snapper with
some really huge Snapper swimming
around us. Some of these Snapper may
have been 30lbs or more - that is 13 KG!
That is a sight to be seen. What is
noticeable here in the reserve is the lack
of Kina barrens. The Kina are few and far
between and hiding in the cracks and
holes in the rocks because the large
Snapper and Crayfish in this reserve keep
the numbers of Kina down, so there is lots
of kelp in the reserve as a result of this.
After lunch, we had a second dive. The
big difference that we noticed between the
morning and the afternoon snorkelling was
that there were more Blue Maumau near
Goat island.
We were fortunate enough to have Dr
Tim Haggitt from the University Marine
Laboratory guide do a very informative
presentation about Leigh Reserve and
some of its history, as well as some of the

science they are doing there. One of these
projects involves the acoustics of ships
and the impact of sound on Bryde's
whales. We are very fortunate that soon
year 9 science classes will be doing a
project around acoustics later this term.
They will make a hydrophone and have
the opportunity to record sounds
underwater, hopefully in the marine
environment
of the Taipa
river. The
students
also got to
explore a
touch tank
aquarium
and also use
a couple of the university's $10000
microscopes. The students saw the finer
microscopic details of kina and starfish.
When viewed under a microscope, it is
pretty easy to see why kina spikes are
difficult to remove from a body! Pretty
amazing!
We returned back to Taipa on Saturday.
A huge thanks to Mr Peach who also
came with us
and a huge
thanks to
Matua
Rutene for
helping us
out
The $10,000 Microscopes at Leigh Marine
laboratory.
A kina and a starfish magnified:

Well done intermediate students on a
great start to Term 2. The students have
come back very settled and ready for
learning. Our uniform looks great and
students are getting used to not wearing
their hats or hoodies inside.
Over the next two
terms we are going
to be running
structured literacy
programmes with a
big emphasis on
Reading. We are
also diving deeper
into Mathematics.
As a team we want
to increase our students' understanding
and help them develop more confidence in
these areas.
Last week we had
an interclass
Balloon towel
competition. Here
are the results of
each tower.

On Thursday mornings we have been
taking part in kiwitag. Most of the students
have participated well. Some students
need reminding that we should always
give things a go.

We have had a great start to the year with
six students signing up to the Service IQ customer services programme. Most of

the students have now completed their
course and another course is scheduled to
start in June. Students who complete the
course will gain 23 NCEA credits.
Seven students have gained their learner
driver licence and ten have signed up for
the restricted course starting in June.
We have two students with Far North Vets,
these two girls are loving the work
assisting with operations on theatre day.
These girls are also doing a gateway
programme through Southern Institute of
Technology where they will gain up to 15
NCEA credits.
Two students are halfway through a
Hospitality programme, this is worth 20
credits. The students are in placement at
Wild Nekta. We are grateful to have local
businesses support our school.
We have one young man who wants to be
a paramedic. He is doing a course through
Southern Institute of Technology in health
and wellbeing.
Other students doing work experience are
with a Cabinet Maker and an Electrician.
Navy Visit
The Operational Navy Dive team is
currently training in Pukenui. Some of our
students had the opportunity to go and
meet them and take part in learning a bit
about what is
involved with
being a Navy
Diver.
Students
learnt about
mine
clearance

and underwater explosives, search and
rescue, and underwater engineering.
Here are some pictures from the day .
Making Lip
Balm

Our students have been creative and
enthusiastic about the Hair and Beauty
short course.
Here are a few
pictures and
descriptions of
what we have
learnt and
made.

Learning to Plait

Homemade hand scrub

Making Scrunchies

