Tēnā koutou katoa
It gives me great pleasure to be writing my
first newsletter, as the Tumuaki of Taipa
Area School. I feel it is a great honour to
be trusted by the Board of Trustees (BOT)
to lead our school. Our school is steeped
in natural history and our teachers are
taking risks in their own professional
development to support our students by
localising learning.
Every teacher at Taipa is part of a
‘Professional Learning Group’ (PLG)
which supports them in developing cultural
knowledge which can be implemented in
their teaching. For example, some staff
are developing their own Te Reo skills and
incorporating them into their teaching
practice. While others are gaining
knowledge from local people on ‘local
stories’. Teachers are now using these
stories as a means for students to connect
to their whenua while making learning
relevant to their ancestors.
The BOT and the Senior Leadership Team
(SLT) have appointed two Deputy
Principals during term 2. I am very excited
to communicate to our school community
that we have appointed Mrs Shelly Dormer
and Mr Jonathan Broom. We are
enthused about how Mrs Dormer and Mr
Broom will work with our students and to
shape a curriculum that allows students to
achieve.

Senior Mixed Volleyball
On Friday the 14th of May, the Senior
Mixed Volleyball team travelled to
Whangarei for a tournament. The students
involved were Fleurnik Raui, Te Atenga
Raui, Tayla Bristowe, Muao Brown, Soli
Fox, Robert Waru-Morgan and Te Kawana
Makiha. For some of them, this was their
first time at a Senior Volleyball tournament
and also their first time playing at McKay
stadium. They started well, beating
Mangakahia by 2 points, then lost to
Kaitaia College by 5. The remaining 3
games that afternoon the team played
some of the best Volleyball they have ever
played, beating Excellere College, Bream
Bay and Whangarei Boy/Girl by 20+
points. It was an awesome day out for
these students, experiencing something
few of them had experienced before. We
are keeping the momentum of Volleyball in
the school with training twice a week, and
some games lined up against two Kaitaia
College teams on Monday 14th June, then
again later on in the term.
Area School Trials
On May the 18/19th Taipa hosted the
NASA (northern area schools association)
trials which were Rugby, Netball,
Volleyball, Basketball and Ki-O-Rahi.
Congratulations to Lexi and Gina who will
be travelling to Dunedin to represent in
Football.
The following made the team but aren’t
able to travel and compete due to other
commitments:

Name

Code

Fleurnik Raui

Netball, Basketball,
Ki-o-Rahi

Te Atenga Raui

Netball, Basketball,
Ki-o-Rahi

Chantel
Togiaua

Netball, Basketball,
Ki-o-Rahi

Jontay Henry

Netball, Basketball,
Ki-o-Rahi

Kelisha Henry

Netball

Oshean Ashby

Ki-o-Rahi

Karisma Kingi

Netball, Basketball

Muao Brown

Basketball, Rugby,
Volleyball, Ki-o-Rahi,
Football

Soli Fox

Ki-o-Rahi

Kiwitag
On the 1st of June we
had a Yr 9/10 Kiwitag
team travel to a
tournament in
Moerewa. The team
won 2 games and lost 2
games. The team said
that if it was “tackle rules” it would have
been a different story.

Northland Secondary Schools 3x3
Basketball
Taipa Area School
entered a senior girls
and junior boys team
into the Northland
Secondary Schools
Basketball
Tournament. The
senior girls were;
Fleurnik, Te Atenga,
Tayla, Chantel and
Karisma.
The junior boys were; Soli, Robert,
Manaia, DJ and LJ.
For a school that has only a fraction of
students compared to the rest of the
colleges, both teams did more than
exceptionally well. Our
senior girls went through
their pool undefeated,
and our juniors boys only
lost 1 game in their pool
against WBHS. In the
finals, the senior girls lost
by 2 points to WGHS,
and placed 2nd overall
from the comp. The
junior boys lost to Kaitaia College and
placed 4th overall. A huge congratulations
to both teams for their efforts and
awesome display of sportsmanship.

23 June - Smoke Free Rockfest Finals
7 July - Parent Progress Evening
9 July - End of term 2

On June the 11th, a group of young
actors from Wellington called ‘The
Young and Hungry Theatre Group’
visited Taipa Area School, to share an
educational performance with the
senior students. The play was called
"Whaddarya" which can be defined as
'What are you?' This play portrayed
real life issues - past and present which can link to identity as a New
Zealander today. Specifically, their
performance contained a variety of
different scenes around the topics of
politics, family, same sex relationships,
heritage, sexism, racism, and abuse of
power. Each set of scenes also had a
lot of emotion attached to it, whether it
was happy, sad or angry; each setting
and issue made the audience feel
different. The actors demonstrated
great acting skills, as they took on a
variety of roles. These created
important messages for the students,
around being true to who you are and
your beliefs, even if they are different
to others. With minimal props, they
were able to create an exciting and
educational performance for our
enjoyment. We look forward to
welcoming this theatre group again to
our school.

Written collaboratively by Level 3
English students from their ‘Stop,
Drop, and Write!’

Nga Mango
students have
been cleaning
up our beach.
They collected
over 700
pieces of
rubbish, that would otherwise have
ended up in our moana. They counted
and sorted the types of rubbish they
collected. Thanks to
the School Kit Squad
for providing the
equipment. We are so
proud of their mahi. Kei
runga noa atu koutou.
Kaitiaki in action!

Dune Restoration Project
The Yr 1 to 6 students gave back by
helping at the Dune Restoration Project
at Waiporohita Karikari. They, along with
other schools of the community planted
2000 trees! Well done.

On the 28th of May, it
was Pink Shirt Day
which is the national
anti-bullying day. Pink
shirts were chosen to
raise the issue of
bullying as a young man
was once bullied for
wearing one. All who chose to wear pink
on this day are
showing their
support for those
who experience
bullying, and send
a message of no
tolerance to those
that harm. We
want Taipa to be a
safe, peaceful,
and happy place
where everyone is accepted and
cherished for our uniqueness. Thanks to
the student leaders that planned the
activities and helped raise awareness of
the effects of bullying.

The Yr 12
hospitality
students have
been learning
how to make
espresso
beverages as a
part of their NCEA level 2 credits.
This term they have been volunteering
to run the coffee club each morning-tea,
selling coffee to the staff. Absolutely
nailing it and starting to get a bit fancy
with their coffee patterns!

The Young Guns V2.0 have made the
Northland Finals for Smokefree
Rockquest next month. With Camden &
Soli winning 1st place for Solo Duo's
and Toka winning 2nd place in both
Tangata Beats & Rockquest Solo Duo's.
The bands now have 4 weeks to write,
rehearse and plan for their final
performance on the 23rd of June at
Forum North. Congratulations!!

